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All Aboard-The Polar 
Express! 

By Viana Garland, Addison Horne, and Tucker Kootsey 
 

   

 

 

 

 
 

Every year Kindergarteners have Polar Express Day. It 
happens in December. Polar Express day is a day filled with fun 
activities. They read The Polar Express and get to wear hats that 
were knitted and donated by Second Presbyterian Church. Also, they 
wear PJs like the kids on the train. Each kindergartener gets a ticket 
to get on the “train.” Mr. V dresses up like a conductor to check their 
tickets. Then, they watch The Polar Express movie and get hot 
chocolate and cookies to enjoy. When the movie is over, they play 
with Lego coding trains. Kindergarteners have so much fun.   

The Nutcracker Ballet 
By Diana Dietz and Reeh Rigby 

On Friday, December 10th, the fourth and fifth grade 
classes went to the Berglund Center to see the Nutcracker 
Ballet. The ballet was performed by Southwest Virginia Ballet. 
The Nutcracker is a Christmas ballet starring Clara, a teenage 
girl, and a nutcracker. Clara gets a nutcracker at a big 
Christmas party. Later, after the party, Clara falls asleep and 
has a dream. In the dream, her beloved Nutcracker comes to 
life. Throughout the dream, she visits magical lands such as 
the Land of Sweets and Land of Snow. All of this is 
communicated through dance, without speech. The Nutcracker 
is a beautiful ballet, that will get you into the holiday spirit 
and give you the experience of a lifetime.     

         

 

          

         



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask AnnaBeth 
By AnnaBeth Padgett 

Dear AnnaBeth: Can I have more than one best friend?  

– Confused Hawk   

Dear Confused Hawk: In my opinion, you can always 
have more than one best friend! But if calling people 
your best friend makes your other friends jealous, call 
them all your friend, no need to add best! However, if you 
don’t want more than one best friend you don’t have to 
have one. Just make sure you don’t make your other 
friends feel less important to you.  

 

Dear AnnaBeth: I’m working on a mystery and people 
keep chasing me while I work on it. How do I get them 
away from me? -Detective   

Dear Detective: You should ask them politely to stop 
chasing you and include a reason for them to stop, such 
as you are working on a mystery, so they understand 
that you aren’t being mean. If they don’t stop, you could 
tell the teachers that they are chasing you and won’t stop 
and explain that it bothers you.   

 

 
 

 
Literacy Lunch Genre Poll  

By Annelise White and Evelyn Strup  

 

 

 
 

To encourage reading at Highland Park, we will sometimes have a 
literacy lunch where students bring a book to lunch and enjoy 

reading while eating..  

Here’s what we were reading at our last literacy lunch: 

Fantasy Poetry Nonfiction Comic/Graphic 
Novel 

Picture 
Book 

Mystery  Realistic 
Fiction  

31 12 22 52 95 21 4 
 

 

 

The student spotlight is a chance to get your name in the newspaper. This month it is all about being helpful. Your teachers 
were asked to choose one kid from each class that represents this trait. Be on your best behavior and maybe your teachers 
will pick you for next issue’s trait: someone that is a leader.  

Hawks nominated for being helpful: Annabelle Beickert, Magnus Dale, Layla Saoub, Isaac Laplante, Liam McGraw, Lillianna 
Finney, Colby Overstreet, Neveah Zimmerman, October Dos Ramos, Ty’Ree Mallory, Holden Palmer, Kaylen Poindexter, 
Azariah Marchese, Elizjah Daniels, Reese Markwood, Zinab Mahmoud, Zi’Ahir Elliott. 

Student Spotlight 
By Viana Garland  

 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Mrs. Hargrove 
By Cora Hertz, Rose Prim, and Lyla Matheny  

    
 

 

 

 
 

Meet Mrs. Todd 
By Mae Todd, Marie Tulou, and Free Harris  

 

 
Q. If you could have another job, 
what would it be? 

A. I wanted to be a teacher from the 
time that I was really, really, little. 
It's always kind of been what I 
wanted to be and what I always 
imagined myself being. I never 
thought about trying out another 
job. Whatever I do, it would have an 
element of teaching. An after-school 
program, helping moms, people’s diet. 

  

Q. What is your history with 
teaching? 

A. I started teaching after I 
graduated college. I taught 
Kindergarten for 6 years, which I 
really loved. I stopped teaching 
when I had my first daughter, Mae, 
who is now a 5th grader at 
Highland Park. I decided to stay 
home until I had all my children, 
and they were old enough to go to 
school. 

Q. What inspired you to teach at 
Highland Park? 

A. I was inspired when my 
daughter Mae started 3rd grade 
here at Highland. I loved it! I loved 
all that I saw, and I loved all that 
they were doing at Highland. I 
realized that it was an excellent 
school and I just wanted to be a 
part of it, so it inspired me. The good 
work that was being done made me 
want to get involved, to take part. 

Q. What is your favorite part about 
Highland Park? 

A. I love the staff and everyone 
who works here. I also love Mrs. 
Agee and the library. I love where 
it is, how cozy it is, and how big it 
is. Oh, I don’t have a favorite. The 
library, the staff, and all the 
traditions, like the football game 
and things like that. 

 

Q. What is your favorite book? 

A. That’s a hard question. I love 
Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate 
DiCamillo, and I really love 
Elephant and Piggy by Mo 
Willams. 

Q. Do you like working here at 
Highland Park and do you like 
teaching first grade? 

A. Of course! I love teaching 1st 
grade because I love teaching 
children how to read. 

Q. Do you have a message for 
students here at Highland Park? 

A. Always have a book. Beyond 
always have a book, write 
every day. Writing is fun and 
powerful, it’s like a superpower. 
So, my message is to write 
every day. 

 

 

     
Q. What do you like to do outside 
of school? 

A. I spend time journaling. I spend 
time with my puppy, June, and 
spend time hiking, and going to the 
river.  It is cold outside, but we try 
to go outside still. 

Q. What genre of music do you like 
the most? 

A. I love music! I listen to music all 
the time and sing constantly. In the 
classroom we listen to music a lot. 
The genre I like the most depends 
on what mood I am in. When I am 
in a good mood I listen to a lot of 
happy music. When I am in a calm 
and mellow mood I listen to a lot 
of quiet music. It also depends on 
the weather outside. When it is 
sunny and warm, I like to listen to 
country music. When it is cold and 
rainy, I like to listen to other kinds 
of music. 

     Q. Do any of your students 
remind you of your childhood 

A. Yes, every year I see myself 
in at least one student. Just their 
curiosity, I was always a 
curious kid. Or their high 
energy because I had a lot of 
energy too. I loved to play the 
role of the teacher also. So, 
when my students play the role 
of the teacher, it reminds me of 
myself. I love to read, and watch 
students read. It makes me think 
about myself. 

Q. Do you believe teaching is 
difficult? 

A. I think teaching can be 
difficult. What makes it difficult 
sometimes is that teachers do 
not always have all the 
answers. We are learning just as 
much as you guys are learning.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Book Reviews  
By Marie Laconte, Amnesty Casey, and Mae Todd 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Title: The Was A Cold Lady Who 
Swallowed Some Snow  
Author: Lucille Colandro 
Illustrator: Jared Lee 
 

This book is great for all ages. It 
has rhyming words in it and that gives 
the book a nice flow. Teachers love to 
read this book because it is so 
entertaining, and students think it’s 
super funny. Also, in every book she 
swallows little things and at the end of 
the book they make up one big thing. 
Best of all there are lots more books by 
Lucille Colandro to check out if you 
like this one!   

 

STEAM Resources  
By Tilly Binks, Denman Blanchard, AnnaBeth Padgett   

 

 

 
 

STEM stands for science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics… S-T-E-M! That is why it’s called STEM! At 
Highland Park we have many fun STEM activities that you 
can do such as OSMO,  Lego coding trains, and dot and dash 
robots! Different classes work on STEM projects in different 
ways. Some teachers work these skills into lessons while 
others have entire days dedicated to STEM projects. There are 
certain STEM days for 3rd-5th grade Plato. We have about 5 
stem days a year.  

We have many different STEM resources to use at 
Highland Park. One is OSMO which is a unique gaming 
accessory. We also have Lego coding trains which is a toy that 
brings students all aboard to learn the basic language of the 
digital age in a creative way. Another popular resource are 
Dot and Dash robots which are for ages 6 and up and allow 
students to control a robot using an iPad. We have even more 
awesome items such as code cubes, Lego robots, Library bot, 
Magnetic blocks, KEVA planks, and VR goggles. 

 

 

On January 11th, we 
had an ice-skating night! It 
was from 7-9 and was free 
for all Highland Park families 
and there was free hot 
chocolate for everyone! There 
was also a choice to buy 
dinner from Finger Wingin’ 
Good food truck or upgrade 
your hot chocolate, but that 
was not a free item. Shoutout 
to our PTA for sponsoring this 
fun event!   

 

Title: Lemons 

Author: Melissa Savage 

Lemons, by Melissa Savage, is a 
brilliant and page turning book about an 
eleven-year-old girl named Lemonade 
Liberty Witt, Lem for short. In the story, 
Lemonade’s mother dies, and she is 
orphaned. She is sent to live in her 
grandfather’s house in Willow Creek, 
North Carolina, but she meets a strange 
boy. Together they go on exciting 
adventures to uncover the truth about 
Bigfoot. But their cryptozoological 
journey leads to a discovery more 
unbelievable than ever. I’ve read this 
book over and over, and every time I 
experience the same radical energy that 
this exciting story creates. 

 

PTA Ice-Skating Night 
By Mae Todd and Adelaide Coffman  

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun Facts 
By Adelaide Coffman and Cael Goldberg 

1. There’s enough gold on Earth to coat the planet.  
2. Lemons float, but limes sink. 
3. McDonalds once made bubblegum-flavored broccoli. 
4. Armadillo shells are bulletproof.  

               
5. Turkeys can blush.  
6. Theodore Roosevelt had a pet hyena.  
7. There’s only one U.S. state capital without a McDonald’s 

(Montpelier, Vermont).  
8. The lowest NBA basketball score was 18-19.  It was Fort 

Wayne against Minneapolis.  
9. Comets in ancient Greece were called hairy stars.  
10. Gummy bears were originally called dancing bears.  

 

 

Word Search 
By Beatrice Livingston and Emmy Schweitzer 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Quote of the Month 
Chosen by Tucker Kootsey 

 
Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in 
overalls and looks like work. 

- Thomas Edison  

 

 

Can you find these words? 

 snowflake 

wreath 

snowman  

snow angel 

cookies 

ice skating 

 

snowball 

gingerbread  

skiing  

 

Running Club  
By Cael Goldberg and Adelaide Coffman    

 

 

 
 

Running Club is a Thursday club and every 
Thursday, the people in this club get outside in the 
fresh air and run and walk laps around the park.  It is 
run by Mrs. Kenney and Mrs. Suess. At the end of the 
semester, there is a race. This semester, we had a 5k race 
around the park. The winners were Ezra Olsen and 
Heys Fralin who were tied at 30.15 seconds. If you like 
to exercise and want to get some fresh air with your 
friends, then you should sign up for Running Club! 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
    

 

Crossword Puzzle 
By Beatrice Livingston and Emmy Schweitzer 

 

Comic Corner   

 

 

Down 
2. you skate on this in 
winter 

3. a white form of 
precipitation that happens 
at the end of the year 

4. snowmen _____ when 
the temperature rises 

5. you sit on this to ride 
down a hill  

6. _______ the snowman 

 

Across 

1. You put this treat 
out for Santa 

4. you wear these on 
your hands to keep 
them warm 

7. the coldest season  

 

Artists Wanted: Do you like to draw? Submit a comic to be featured 
in the newspaper by turning it in to Ms. King in room 137! 


